The American City
01.05030401 B Summer 2008
Depatment of American Studies
Mondg/Wednesday 6:00PM-9:30PM B Lucy Stone Hall B269DLivingdon Campus

Instructor

Matthew Ferguson

E-mail: ruferg@rci.rutgers.edu
(Subject Line American City)

Office Hours
Mondg/Wednesday 5:00PM B6:00PV & By Arrangement
Office Hours Location: Livingdon Student Center D Administration Offices

Required Texts

TheDevil in the White City by Erik Larson (ISBN: 0375725601)
Boardwalk Empire by Nelson Johnson (ISBN: 0937548499)
Additiond Readingson SAKAI site or provided by Ingructor

Course Overview
The American City takes an interdisciplinary approach to the history, culture, problems
and future of urban areas by investigating specific iconsof American urbanism.

Course Outline

Monday July 7" — The American City
Course Introdudion & SyllabusReview
Introdudion to Urbanism
Brief Cultural History of American Cities
Urban Planning Dictionay

** Field Exercise One Distributed/Posted**

Wednesday July 9™ — New York City
City of Dreadful Night/Jacob Riis Lecture

Movie Clip: Gangs of New York by Martin Scorsese

READING DUE: Excerpt from Jacob Riis’s
“How The Other Half Lives” on SAKAI

Monday July 14th — New York City
NY C Planning: Fiorello LaGuardia, Robet Moses & Jane
JacobsL ecture
Movie Clip: New York Documentary by Ric Burns

READING DUE: Excerpt from Jane Jacob’s
“The Death and Life of Great American Cities” on SAKAI

** Field Exercise One DUE by 11:59PM via SAKATI**
** Iield Exercise Two Distributed/Posted**



Wednesday July 16th —

Monday July 21" -

Wednesday July 23" —

Saturday July 26" -

Monday July 28" —

Wednesday July 30" —

Monday August 4™ —

New York City
TheHarlem Renaissance (Art) Lecture
Soda Protest Musc: Bluesto Hip-Hop
By Guest Lecturer: Paimaan Lodhi, MCRP

READING DUE: Excerpt from Mary Schmidt Campbell’s
“Harlem Renaissance: Art of Black America” on SAKAI

New York City

Historic Preservation Lecture & Case Studies

Movie Clip: New York Documentary by Ric Burns &
National Geographic Grand Central Station Documentary

READING DUE: Historic Preservation Articles on SAKAI

New York City
TheDecline of New York Lecture
Movie: Crooklyn by Spike Lee

***Possible Tenement Museum Field Trip***

Chicago
TheWorld@ Fair of 1893& Birth of City Planning

Movie Clip: EXPO: Magic of the White City

READING DUE: The Devil in the White City by Erik
Larson

DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY QUIZ IN CLASS!

The Suburban Dream

World War Il & Federal Policy Lecture

Levittown, McMansons & Subuiban Culture Lecture
Movie Clips: Levittown & Leave it to Beaver

READING DUE: Excerpt from Crabgrass Frontier By
Kenneth Jackson and The Next Slum Article on SAKAI

** Field Exercise Two DUE by 11:59PM VIA SAKAI!**
** Field Exercise Three Distributed/Posted**

Los Angeles/The Sustainable City
Disinvestment & Degeneation of Cities Lecture
Movie Clip: Boyz In Da Hood

The Sugainable City & TheFuture of Cities

READING DUE: Excerpt from City of Quartz by Mike
Davis and Sustainability Article on SAKAI



Wednesday August 6™ —  The Industrial City
TheRug Belt Cities: Rise & Decline
Movie: Roger & Me by Michael Moore

READING DUE: Articles on SAKAI
READING DUE: Boardwalk Empire by Nelson Johnson

BOARDWALK EMPIRE QUIZ IN CLASS!

Monday August 11" — Atlantic City
Boardwalk Empire Lecture
By Author. TheHonorable Nelson Johnn
Gaming and Urban Redevelopment Lecture
Movie Clip: American Dreaming: AC’s Casino Gamble

** Field Exercise Three DUE by 11:59PM via SAKAI**
Tuesday August 12" - Optional Review Session (via SAKAI?) Time: TBA

Wednesday August 13" — FINAL EXAM

Grading

Class Participaion 10%
Field Exercise One 10%
Field Exercise Two/Three 30%
Quizzes 20%
Find Exam 35%

(I am aware tha this totals 105% That isagoodthing for you.)

Attendance

In accordance with Rutgers Summer Session policy, attendance is mandatory and will
berecorded. Youareal alowed one unexcused absence withoutpendty. More than
oneunexcused absence will result in a 10% dedudion off of yourfind grade per
additiond absence. Four or more unexcused absences will result in an automatic failure
of the course.

If you have a legitimate reason for missing class, please provide me with doaumentation.
At times, | will verify thisinformation and reserve therightto ask youto obtain a Dean®@
Excuse note. If youmud miss class for an extended period of time, please communicate
with me ASAP so tha we can figure out howto handle your paticular situaion.

Class Participation

At variouspoints during our course, exercises will be conduded in class to connect
students more directly to the material being presented. These exercises will notbe
graded but participaionwill berecorded. Only those studentsin attendance will receive
credit for thar participation and absent students will not be permitted to make-up these
exercises for any reason.

Additiondly, regular paticipaionin class discussionsis crudal to the course material
and will also befactored into your paticipaion grade



Field Exercises

These written exercises will require students to synthesize information beinglearned in
classwith real life examples and experiences. Each field exercise will should be
approximately 3 b5 pagesin length notinduding any diagramg/pictures. All written
assignments should be submitted VIA SAKAI onthedateslisted in thesyllabus Any
pictures or mapsrelated to an assignment should be submitted to the Ingructor IN
CLASS onthedaelisted in thesyllabuslIF you are unable to attach them to the
doaument online Late assignments will be pendized hdf aletter gradefor each day late.
All written assignments should be double-spaced with one-inch margins using 12 pt.
Times New Roman font. Please indudea standad single-spaced heading on thefirst
page of each assignment and your last name in theheader of each page. Prope spdling
and grammar are areflection of your commitment to the assignment and are therefore
factored into your gradefor the assignment.

Quizzes

Quizzes will be conduded to test your comprehenson of thetwo large works of literature
assignead in class. Theformat will congst of multiple choice and short answver questions
Students who miss a quiz will berequired to provide a @ean@ ExcuseOto provethe
legitimacy of their absence and will be given an aternae quiz to complete. All Students
mug be able to produe a Rutgers/Photo I D when taking quizzes or exams.

Final Exam

TheFind Exam will beacomprehensve review of the lectures, media and readingsfrom
our course. In addition to the Gacts and figuresQ students will be asked to synthesize the
information from the course as awhole. Theformat will consst of TrueFalse, Matching,
Multiple Choice, Picture Identification, Short Answver and Essay. Students who missthe
find exam will berequired to providea ean@ ExcuseOto provethelegitimacy of ther
absence and will be given an dternate find to complete. All Students mug beable to
produe a Rutgers/Photo ID when taking quizzes or exams.

Keys To Success
When reviewing student grades from previoussemesters, ssudentswho ACTIVELY
attendad class did significantly better than those who did not

You areresponsble for al material and media presented in class, aswell as all assigned
readings Themagjority of theinformation fromthe find exam comes fromin class
lectures so if you miss a class meeting, get the notes from someonein class.

Class Conduct

All students are expected to beontimeto class. If for some reason, you need to arrive
late or leave early, please do so with minimum disruption. Please place all cell phones on
silent and refrain from text messaging. Since this course involves discussion, it is
inevitable tha differing opinionswill be presented. The University as awhole suppots
thefree and open exchangeof ideas and this course will benodifferent. All students are
expected to berespectful of any andall opinionsshared in class.

Emergencies

In case of emergency, please check the University statuspageto seeif the University is
still opeating. (http://campusstatusrutgers.edu) If for some reason | need to cancel class,
| will eemail youall (from SAKALI) by 2:00RPVl ontheday of classto let you know.




Academic Integrity

Academic freedomis afundamenta rightin any ingtitution of highe learning. Honesty
and integrity are necessary preconditionsof this freedom Academic integrity requires
tha al academic work bewholly the produd of an identified individud or individuds.
Joint efforts are |legitimate only when the assistance of othersis explicitly acknowledged.
Ethical condud isthe obligaion of every member of the University community, and
breaches of academic integrity congitute seriousoffenses.

Maintenance of the standads of academic honesty and the successful administration of
this policy depend onthe mutud coopeation of faculty and students. Dissemination of
the Academic Integrity Policy to al faculty, staff, and students will ensure tha all
members of the community are informed aboutacademic integrity.

Faculty coopeationis essential for successful application of the procedures defined by
the Academic Integrity Policy. Faculty members can hdp promote academic integrity by
making clear onther syllabi thar expectationsconcerning homework assignments,
collaborative student efforts, research pgpes, examinaions and thelike. Efforts should
be madeto detect andto prevent cheating and plagiarism in al academic assignments. If
faculty members have evidence of academic dishonesty, they are expected to report such
evidence promptly.

Students mug assume respongbility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for
credit and in any other work designaed by theingructor of the course. Students are al'so
expected to report inddents of academic dishonesty to theingructor or dean of the
ingructiond unit.

This policy seeksto demondrate the University's concern with academic dishonesty and
to guaantee afair procedure for resolving complaints of academic dishonesty.

WHEN IN DOUBT...
ASK YOUR INSTRUCTOR!

Violations of Academic Integrity

Thevariousways in which academic honesty can beviolated are discussed bdow. The
comments and examples within each section provide explanaionsand illudrative
material, butdo not necessarily exhaug the scopeof these violations

A. Chedting
Cheating isthe use of ingppropriate and unacknowledged materials, information, or study

aidsin any academic exercise. Theuse of books notes, calculators and convesation with
othersisrestricted or forbidden in certain academic exercises. Ther usein these cases
conditutes cheating. Similarly, students mug notrequest others (induding commercial
term pgoe companies) to condud research or prepare any work for them, nor may they
submit identical work or portionsthereof for credit or hona's more than once without
prior approval of theingructor.



B. Fabrication

Fabricationisthefasification or invention of any information or citationin an academic
exercise. "Invented" information may notbeused in any laboratory experiment or other
academic exercise withoutauthorization from theingructor. It isimprope, for example,
to andyze onesample in an experiment and covertly "invent" data based ontha single
experiment for several more required andyses. The student mug also acknowledge
reliance uponthe actud source from which cited information was obtained. A writer
should not, for example, reproduc a quotationfrom a bookreview and indicate tha the
quotation was obtained from thebookitself.

C. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty

Students who knowingly or negligently allow their work to be used by other students or
who othewise aid others in academic dishonesty are violating academic integrity. Such
students are as guilty of intellectud dishonesty as the student who receives the material
even thoughthey may not themselves benefit academically fromtha dishonesty.

D. Plagiarism

Plagiarism is therepresentation of thewordsor ideas of another as onésown in any
academic exercise. To avoid plagiarism, every direct quotation mug beidentified by
quotation marks or by appropriate indentation and mug be propely cited in thetext or in
afootnote. Acknowledgment is required when material from another source stored in
print, electronic or other mediumis paraphrased or summarized in wholeorin patin
ones own words To acknowledgea paraphrase propely, onemight state: "to paraphrase
Plato’'scomment..." and condudewith afoatnote identifying the exact reference. A
footnote acknowledging only a directly quoted statement does not suffice to notify the
reader of any preceding or succeeding paraphrased material. Informationwhichis
common knowledgesuch as names of |leaders of prominent naions basic scientific laws,
etc, need not befoototed; however, all facts or information obtained in reading or
research tha are notcommon knowledgeamong students in the course mug be
acknowedged.

In additionto materials specifically cited in thetext, only materials tha contribute to
ones general undestanding of the subject may beacknowledged in the bibliography.
Plagiarism can, in some cases, bea subtle issue Any questionsaboutwha conditutes
plagiarism should be discussed with thefaculty member.

E. Denying others access to information or material

It isaviolation of academic integrity to deny others access to scholarly resources, or to
ddiberately impedethe progress of another student or scholar. Examples of offenses of
thistypeindude giving other students false or mideading information; making library
material unavailable to others by stealing or defacing booksor joumds, or by ddiberately
misplacing or destroying reserve materials; or altering computer files tha bdongto
another.

TheFull Policy on Academic Integrity and additiond information can befoundon at the
Office of Student Judicial Affairs Websdte (http://judiciaaffairs.rutgers.edu)



