050:312 SPORTS IN AMERICAN CULTURE

As the great basketball player Oscar Robertson once put it, “Sports is the only
thing this country holds sacred.” If there is truth in this, Robertson’s statement
suggests a great deal about our country. This course will look at the place of
sports in American life—at both its positive and negative effects. We will consider
the nature of the American sports “hero,” sports as a multi-billion dollar industry,
and sports as a metaphor for American ideals and values. With guests from the
world of sports—including Rutgers coaches and athletes—we will consider,
especially, the place of sports in the American university. Why is it that American
universities are virtually alone in competing in sports, and what does this tell us
about the American character? Appropriate films will be screened and several
controversial readings assigned and discussed. No background in sports—
whether as a participant, student of sports, or fan— is required.



